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regard to ancient narratives1. It would appear that during his time this god had
ceased to be worshipped except on the occasion of the first appearance of the
rainbow2 and on that of a sacrifice3. According to the Puranic mythology an
earthly king performing a hundred sacrifices attained to the office of Indra but the
latter would not permit him to complete the number hundred and would thus save
his exclusive designation of the Sata&ratffTffhich idea the poet reiterates through his
use of the phrase4. This is why we find Indra stealing away the horse5 consecrated
for the Rajasuya by a king who has already performed ninety-fine sacrifices. Yet
a number of names has been given to the god evidently in pursuance of the Pura-
nic mytholoy, viz., Vajri, Puruhuta6, Satakratu7, Vrtrasatru, Vajrapani8,
Pu ran data9, Surendra10, Sakra11, Parvatapaksasatana12, Hari13, Maghava14, gotra-
bhid15, Vasava16, Vidauja17, SureSvara18, Pracinabarhi19, Turasaha20, Sahasra-
netra21. In the Gupta epigraphs the exploits of a king have been equalled to
those of Indra22. His son Jayanta23 was considered an ideal prince. Agni,
another important deity of the Rgvedd24-, is thrown in the background and is allu-
ded to only in, connection with sacrifices25, marriage26, etc.

Agw

It was expected of a king to receive ascetics, physicians and such other
personages in a room (agnydgdra) where fire was kept ever kindled27. He has
been called Havirbhtg** for he receives the oblations.
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